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Greetings, Kia Ora, Fakalofa lahi atu, Malo e lelei, Talofa lava, Taloha, Kia Orana,
Ni Hao, Buenos Dias, Chao, Malo ni Habari, Dobar dan, Bula Vinaka, Apa Khabar.
Dear Parents and Caregivers
It is great to be able to work towards events on our school calendar that bring our students and school
community together. Waifest is coming up in Term 4 and is an event that can bring us all together in a fun
and informal way.
For Waifest we ask students to self-select into cultural groups that form and practice to put a concert on
stage. Then teachers and students also organise food stalls that sell from their classrooms, so our school
community can come in and enjoy some food and some performances on stage in an informal way. This is a
great chance to connect as a community.
The event also serves as the school’s only major fundraiser for the year. We run raffles and an auction from
the reception area of school. We seek support for this from local businesses, but also ask parents and
caregivers to contribute if they can. Luxury items for hampers that we raffle, or other goods or services that
we could put into an auction in the foyer would be appreciated. If you can contribute in some way to this
please get in touch with our Assistant Principal Cathy Ioelu ioelu@wai-int.school.nz
Proceeds from this year’s Waifest will go to creating shade spaces, as while the Ministry of Education
supports the upgrade of our buildings, they do not support the creation or maintenance of shade structures
not attached to buildings.
The event takes place Thursday 20 October, from 4.30pm to 7pm. We look forward to seeing everyone here.
Kind regards,
David King
Principal
Congestion at the school gate
Please respect the yellow lines at the front of our school, these mean no stopping at all times, including
stopping for picking up children. At the back of school, there are some accessible carparks, please also
respect these spaces and only park here if you have an accessible parking card. If you pick up your child,
the safest thing to do is to organise a meeting point away from the school gate. Any students crossing
Richardson Road, should do so using the pedestrian crossing. With a busy bus stop, 400 students leaving
from Waikōwhai Intermediate and a primary school and kindergarten next door, it is important to follow the
road rules that are in place for our children's safety.
Mangere Bridge Bus
The KiwiCoach bus to Mangere Bridge will now leave Waikōwhai Intermediate at 2.55pm, not at 2.45pm.
This will mean a little less disruption to our classroom programmes in the afternoon, while still having this bus
leave a little early to ease congestion at the school gate.

Tree Planting through ‘Adopt-a-Park’ programme with Auckland Council
Since the beginning of 2021 we have been fortunate to have forged a relationship with Anna Baine, an
Auckland Council City Parks Ranger, who has helped us to set up a litter pickup programme and a couple of
tree planting opportunities. It was just over one year ago that we planted the first lot of trees on the bank
beyond our new school turf, bordering Keith Hay Park. Unfortunately, due to the unexpected drought and
lockdown, most of those trees did not survive the hot and dry summer. On Thursday, 11th August, Anna
returned and members of the Year 8 Kaitiaki Group put their gloves on and mucked in to put 120 baby natives
into the ground in just over one hour, adding mulch from a recently fallen nearby tree. This time we are going
to be able to conduct weeding sessions to give our seedlings a better chance of survival. They sure have
had a good dousing of rain this week! Eventually we hope to produce a native forest on our grounds that can
be enjoyed and appreciated by our students.
Thanks to these students: Alex Southgate, Anna
Pareja, Eloise Martens, Jonathan McLellan, Theo
Henderson, Tilly Rotherham, Jack Ramsey, Max
Mackay, Janya Singh, Emma Carter, Josh Baker, Josh
Fleming, Liam Baker, Ryco Brewer, Eleanor Leach,
Keeley Leavasa, Daphnee Merida, Emma Roberts,
Farah Safi, Indie Goodhall, Vaniya Kumar
Julie Collard
Adopt-a-Park coordinator

Te Rā Daffodil - Cancer Society Daffodil Day
On Friday 26th August (Week 5) Waikōwhai will be showing their support for the Cancer Society and Daffodil
Day. The Student Council will be holding a yellow themed non-uniform day and we are asking for students
to bring in a donation to help us support the Cancer Society. All money raised will be donated to the Cancer
Society. If there are any whanau or community members who would like to donate, we have a fundraising
link here where you can help show your support –
https://daffodilday.org.nz/waikowhaiintermediateschool

Relationships and Purberty
We are about to teach our Health unit on Relationships and Puberty. The resource we are using is produced
by Family Planning and titled Navigating the Journey.
Year 7 students will be taught Theme 2: Who am I? Ko wai au?, Year 8 students Theme 3: RelationshipsNgā Whanaungatanga and school-wide Theme 5: Staying safe: Te noho haumaru. Two Activities only:
Theme 5: Activity 2: Online Safety Cyberbullying Theme 5: Activity 4: Who is on our maunga?
We will also have a presentation on Wednesday 7th September facilitated by the Parenting Place. There will
be a permission slip coming home shortly whereby parents can choose for their child not to attend this
presentation.
ActiveLife 2022
This week 20 of our Year 8 students in the ActiveLife Mentorship Program run by Salvation Army travelled to
Blue Mountain Adventure Camp. The ActiveLife program is now in its twelfth year working alongside
Waikowhai Intermediate students to encourage and promote leadership skills. A huge thank you to Hayley,
Jon and Jeremiah for their constant support to our students and families in our community.

CZ Netball
On the 12th of August, the Waikōwhai Red (year 8) and Waikōwhai Blue (year 7) netball teams participated
in the Girls Netball CZ Competition. All players represented our school proudly, showing great māia and
manaakitanga in each game. In the end, our year 8 team placed 8th and our year 7 team, 4th. Thank you to
all the friends and family members that came to support, those who assisted with transportation and
especially our coaches and managers - Helen Ng Shiu, Lucia Sauni, Cyan Muna-Harawira and Nikki Egene.

CZ Boys Netball
In week 2 of this term we entered a Year 7 & 8 boys team into the Central Zone schools competition. Both
teams did considerably well and secured some pleasing results in both their year groups. Congratulations
to our Year 8 team who placed 2nd in their year grade and have qualified for the Inter-zone school competition
on 30 August 2022. Our Year 7 first-time players placed 4th in their year grade. Thank you to all the parent
support with transport and cheerleading on the day!

