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Dear Parents and Caregivers 
 
As you would have heard in the media the Primary Teachers Union, the NZEI, have announced the results 
of a ballot taken of members and there will be a strike on Thursday 16 March. As the majority of our staff 
are union members we are not able to safely open the school so the Board of Trustees has made the decision 
to close the school on this day. 
 
At our Senior Leadership meeting we discussed the option of creating some guidance materials so students 
could learn from home if their families choose and sharing these before the strike. The Board of Trustees has 
supported this idea and does not see this as undermining the intention of the strike action. These will be 
shared with students before the strike day and hard copies will be sent home with students who indicate that 
they need them. 
 
The claims that teachers and principals are making in their respective employment agreements are not only 
around pay. Most of the claims are on conditions and resourcing that would allow us to do our jobs to the 
best of our ability and do the very best for children in our care. 
 
Voting to take industrial action was the last thing we wanted to do. And the decision was not taken lightly. 

We felt that this was the only way the government would listen and recognise that when they support our 
children to learn and succeed, we are supporting whānau and communities to thrive. 

We look forward to another great year in 2023 – and together with your support, building the case for better 
investment in our children 

Kind regards, 

David King 

Principal  
 
 
Waifest - Wednesday 5 April, 4.30pm - 7.30pm 
 
Waifest is a community event when we invite our families into school to enjoy cultural performances on stage 
and some food served from our classrooms. During the evening there are two shows, one at 4.45pm and the 
other at 6.15pm. The shows are not ticketed so we ask you to enjoy one show only, and have younger 
children sit on the floor at the front of the hall. There is also standing room at the back of the hall, so that 
people can come and go during the performances.  
 
This event acts as our only major fundraiser. If you have any donations that would be suitable for luxury 
hampers that we will raffle, please bring them to the office or get in touch with Cathy Ioelu ioelu@wai-
int.school.nz 

Greetings, Kia Ora, Fakalofa lahi atu, Malo e lelei, Talofa lava, Taloha, Kia Orana,  
Ni Hao, Buenos Dias, Chao, Malo ni Habari, Dobar dan, Bula Vinaka, Apa Khabar. 
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Tuckshop closed Monday 13 March and Tuesday 14 March 
 
Please ensure your child has an alternative for lunch on these days. 
 
 
Life Education programme from Monday 20 March 
 
The school has covered the cost of this programme coming into our school as we believe in the benefits it 
will provide to our students. In the Life Ed Classroom, we will be discovering how we react and respond to 
situations and how this impacts our body and brain (Stress response; Fight / Flight / Freeze Response). We 
will discuss peer pressure and how this affects our choices and explore using our values and learning 
strategies that can help with this. We will learn about what is in a vape, vaping truths and myths, the impact 
on our body and brain and ways to help us make better choices. Moreover, we will examine our Hauora and 
the things we need to do every day to be happy, healthy and well-balanced. 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 



Our classes recently completed a second wellbeing workshop with our school counsellor, Kirsten Malcolm. We covered 
what to say and do when you are feeling hurt or angry with someone else. We are sharing a summary of what was 
covered in the workshop here, so that you can support your child to put these ideas into action at home as well.  
 
 
 

 

Instead of using silence, violence (with actions or loud, 
harsh words) or avoiding, try describing what happened 
and how it has impacted you.  
Finish by making a request of the other person.  
What would help the situation for you? 
Then be ready to listen to the other person’s point of view. 
They might have their own ‘I statement’ to share back with 
you. 
 

Year 8s practised using this process: 
 

Start with yourself 
 Take time to calm down first 

 Try making generous assumptions rather than jumping 

to the worst possible conclusion. This helps you 

approach the other person with curiosity rather than 

attacking them.  

 Figure out: What are your feelings telling you that you 

need? What do you want? What don’t you want? 
 

Make it safe 
 Choose a good time and place – somewhere private 

and at a time when you are both calm. Going for a 

‘walk and talk’ can be a useful way to have a tricky 

conversation.  

 Show respect and care - the other person is your 

partner in this conversation – not the enemy! 

 Do you need someone to help keep it safe? A Bridge 

Builder (student or adult) helps both sides to have their 

say and to listen to the other person. 

Ask for a chat 
 

I’m feeling _______. Please could we talk? 

I’d like to talk about ______. I think we may have different ideas 
about it and I want us to figure out a way to work together on it.  
 

Have the conversation 

1. Share your facts – I’ve noticed… 

2. Share your story – I think this means… I feel… From my 

point of view… 

3. Ask for their facts and story – This is how it looked to 

me – how do you see it? 

Be open to listening carefully. Ask questions to help 

you understand better.  

4. Reflect back what you’ve heard, to check you 

understand it – So, what I’m hearing is... 

5. Work together to come up with solutions to the 

problems. 

Ask kindly and clearly for what you need to solve the 

problem: What would really help me is if... 

Ask the other person what they think would help solve 

the problem: What would help make this right for you? 

 
 

Bridge Builders help people understand each other’s side 
of the story and to solve the problem together. They 
build bridges of understanding between people.  
 

First, they ask each person to tell their story and how 
what happened impact them. They then ask each person 
what they think would help solve the problem, and help 
them reach an agreement.  
 


